
Speaking

WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO DO: HOW YOU WILL BE EVALUATED:CELBAN 6 OR LOWER  CELBAN 7  CELBAN 8  CELBAN 9  CELBAN 10

Your ability level could 
be anywhere from 
level 1 to level 6 on 
the CLB scale. 

You communicate in 
some routine social 
interactions. 

You may be able to 
describe, and give 
some complicated 
information. 

It is sometimes 
difficult for others 
to understand you 
because of mistakes 
in pronunciation. 

You use some variety 
in grammatical 
structures, but you 
make errors with 
complex structures. 

You use concrete, 
everyday vocabulary 
that is sometimes 
adequate for the 
context.

You do not always 
organize your ideas 
successfully and they 
are difficult to follow.

You don’t always 
take initiative or use 
the right tone for the 
situation.

You use few 
communication 
strategies when 
interacting with others.

You communicate 
reasonably fluently in 
many routine work-
related situations. 

You have the language 
to give information, 
make comparisons 
and discuss basic 
concepts.

Others can understand 
you most of the time, 
although errors in 
pronunciation may 
cause occasional 
difficulty. 

There is some 
variety in your use 
of grammatical 
structures, and you 
have some control 
over more complicated 
grammatical structures. 

You use concrete and 
idiomatic vocabulary 
that is usually adequate 
for the context.

You organize and 
connect your ideas 
adequately, but they 
are not always easy to 
follow. 

You usually take 
initiative and engage 
others, but you may 
not always use the 
right tone for the 
situation.

You sometimes use 
communication 
strategies successfully 
when interacting with 
others.

You communicate 
fluently in most daily 
routine work-related 
situations. 

You have the language 
to provide clear 
explanations, make 
suitable suggestions, 
and discuss some 
abstract concepts. 

Others can understand 
you, and errors in 
pronunciation seldom 
cause difficulty. 

There is variety in your 
use of grammatical 
structures, and you 
have adequate control 
of more complicated 
grammatical structures. 

You use concrete, 
idiomatic, and 
conceptual vocabulary 
that is adequate for the 
context.

You organize and 
connect your ideas 
appropriately so that 
they are easy to follow. 

You engage others, 
and usually adapt your 
tone for the situation.

You use 
communication 
strategies consistently 
and effectively when 
interacting with others.

You communicate 
fluently in demanding 
or challenging non-
routine work-related 
situations. 

You have the language 
to advise, support 
your opinions, and 
discuss concepts that 
are more abstract. 

Others can understand 
you, and errors in 
pronunciation rarely 
cause difficulty. 

There is good 
variety in your use 
of grammatical 
structures, and you 
have good control of 
complex grammatical 
structures. 

You use an expanded 
range of conceptual 
and idiomatic 
vocabulary that is 
appropriate for the 
context.

You use a variety of 
cohesive devices 
effectively to connect 
and support your 
ideas.

You effectively engage 
others and adapt your 
tone for the situation.

You use a variety 
of communication 
strategies consistently 
and effectively to 
interact with others.

You communicate 
fluently in demanding or 
challenging non-routine 
work-related situations.

You have the language 
to analyze, hypothesize, 
synthesize and evaluate 
abstract concepts.

Others can understand 
you, and errors in 
pronunciation do not 
cause difficulty. 

There is wide variety in 
your use of grammatical 
structures, and you  
have very good control 
of complex grammatical 
structures.

You use an expanded 
range of conceptual  
and idiomatic vocabulary 
that is very appropriate 
for the context.

You flexibly use a variety 
of cohesive devices 
effectively to connect 
and fully support your 
ideas.

You confidently engage 
others and effectively 
adjust your tone for the 
situation.

You flexibly use 
appropriate 
communication 
strategies to ensure 
successful interactions.


